PTA Council 

October 28, 2009

Attendees: See Attached attendance list
1. October 28, 2009

6:00 PM – 8:00 PM at Apollo 3rd floor, E-50:

· William Maloney III, GCSD Treasurer
· Donating funds- sample grant agreement to be completed declaring value and intention of gift (specific “to buy smart board” or general “support reading program”) which is then provided to the school along with the check/gift
· Donating supplies- sample grant agreement to be completed declaring value and intention of gift, which is then provided to the school along with the item.

· After received, GCSD Treasurer memo [prepared] presented to Board listing gifts for the month

· Board can refuse gifts- i.e. scoreboard [specific item or money donated for purchase of] because district would be responsible for costs of installation/maintenance

· Item is then processed/inventoried

· Internal accounting process

· Thank you letter sent o donors

· Donation requests should be routed through school principal because funds may be available individual staff may not be aware of

2. Not the Bank of the PTA (see attached)-
· PTA Purposes- promotion, raise standards, secure adequate laws

· NYS PTA Mission Statement- PTA is a powerful voice, a relevant resource for families and communities, and is a strong advocate for the education and well-being or every child.
· Use of PTA Funds- education of leaders, programs at PTA meetings, programs for all children (i.e. Arts-in-Education), Reflections programs, any project that carries out the Purpose of the PTA
· PTA does not fund- Principal’s discretionary funds, paid after school programs, equipment for schools (playground equipment, etc.), areas that have been cut from the school district’s budget

3. Every PTA must complete a 990-EZ form or Online Postcard whether or not Gross Receipts were over $25,000. Please note that the amount is the total collected and deposited, not the net profit. The Form 990-EZ must be postmarked to the IRS no later than November 15th. There are stiff penalties for not filing this return. Send copy and proof of filing to Maggie Hannon
4. Units to review proposed Retentions/Resolutions and vote (via checklist) and report views to Missy so she can vote on behalf of our Council’s position/interests in mind (majority). Motion passed for Missy Fuino to vote [with confidence] on our behalf (vote 14-0).
5. Important Dates:

· 11/3/09- BOE Pre-budget hearing
· 11/4/09- Special Education parents invited to informational meeting with Tom Mariano re: the math program (Apollo)

· 11/10/09- BOE Meeting (Apollo)

· 11/13 -11/15/09 113th Annual NYS PTA Convention (Saratoga Springs City Center)

· 11/15/09- 990-N form/e-postcard must be filed with the IRS

· 11/18/09- PTA Council Meeting, Apollo, 3rd floor, E-50

· 12/1/09- Presidents and Principals dinner will be held at the Burgundy Basin Inn.
· PTA Good Deeds Award Recommendations Deadline

6. Oppose Mid-Year Cuts to Education (see attached)
· Governor’s proposed cuts over the next two years

· Cut School Aid by $686 million for 2009-2010 school year

· Requested that PTA members/leadership contact state representatives
· Sample letter provided (see attached)

7. Good Deeds – Student Recognition 

· Application due date is 12/11/09 and will be presented to the Board 2/9/10

· Can be nominated by another student or teacher
· Any student in the district eligible

· Forms are available on-line

8. Ideas for incentives for membership 

· Ice cream

· Raffle

· Wall of Fame/Shame

