August 2007

Parent Notice and Permission for Minor to Participate in Research

Survey of Internet and At-Risk Behaviors
You are being asked to allow your child to participate in a research study being conducted by  Dr. Samuel C. McQuade of the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT). Your child was selected as a possible participant in this study because he or she attends school in Greater Rochester. Your child's participation in this research study is completely voluntary.
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The information gathered in this study will help your school district in deciding how best to provide Internet safety, information security and cyber ethics instruction to your child (or children).

SURVEY PROCEDURES, EXAMPLE QUESTIONS, AND PREVIEWING OF SURVEYS
The Survey of Internet and At-Risk Behaviors was developed by RIT on behalf of school districts throughout Greater Rochester. The survey will be administered by school district teachers/staff during normal school hours to K-12th grade students using school computers. Advance testing has revealed that K-3rd grade students normally complete audible “talking computer” versions of the survey in less than 10 minutes. Students in 4-6th grade normally complete their versions of the survey in less than 20 minutes. 
If you do not object to children participating in this study, they will be asked questions about their use of the Internet, computers and other electronic devices such as cellular phones. They will also be asked questions about their age, gender, and the types of computer devices they possess or use to access the Internet. Depending on their age, children will also be asked questions about their online social networking activities, sexual conduct, drug and alcohol use, and other criminal or at-risk behaviors while using the Internet.
Questions asked in student surveys include, but are not limited to, the following examples.
Have you seen things on the Internet that made you uncomfortable? (Kindergarten and first grade)
Do your parents watch you when you use the computer? (Grades 2 and 3)

Where are you when you go online? (Grades 4-6)

Have you downloaded music that you did not pay for? (Grades 7-9)

Have you bullied or threatened someone online? (Grades 10-12)

The survey begins with students being informed about the purpose of the study, that their participation is completely voluntary, that their identity and answers to survey questions will remain confidential, and that they may stop answering questions at anytime.
You may preview the surveys and review all questions being asked of students by visiting the survey web links listed below. This is best accomplished by using Microsoft Internet Explorer to access the Internet, and by actually clicking on responses to survey questions as you review them. Answers that you provide to questions on these example surveys are not actually recorded or used for any purpose.
· https://websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/84906/K1-00110.htm 

(Kindergarten and first grade)
· https://websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/84906/23-00110.htm 

(Grades 2 and 3)
· https://websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/84906/46-00110.htm 

(Grades 4-6)

· https://websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/84906/79-00110.htm

(Grades 7-9)
· https://websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/84906/1012-00110.htm

(Grades 10-12)
COSTS AND BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION
There is no cost for participating in this study, nor will you or your child be compensated in any way for participating. Benefits of participating include contributing to knowledge and understanding about how and why youth use computers and ways in which they may be at risk when using the Internet. This information will influence the type and level of education your child and many other K-12th grade students receive. Findings of the study will be made available to the public through school officials beginning in the summer of 2007.
POTENTIAL RISKS AND DISCOMFORTS
The survey instrument and data analysis procedures being used in this study have been carefully developed to minimize risks and discomfort. However, children participating in this survey may 
become aware of sensitive information related to their use of the Internet, computers, or other electronic devices. For example, children taking the survey may remember receiving unwanted emails, text messages, or pictures that have caused them to feel uncomfortable. If at any time during this study your child appears to become uncomfortable, reports being uncomfortable, or desires not to answer survey questions, a supervising school teacher/staff person will discontinue the survey and report the incident to school officials if warranted or required by law.

CONFIDENTIALITY OF RECORDS AND DATA
All information obtained in the course of this study will remain confidential. No information provided by you or your child will be attributable to anyone in your family or anyone else. Individuals taking the survey will log into a secure website managed by RIT, using only their first name and the last three digits of their home phone number. These are the pre-assigned user name and password required by the survey tool that links parent survey responses to those of their children to facilitate analysis of household data over time and to evaluate the effectiveness of Internet safety education that may be provided by your school district in the future. However, RIT data management procedures will preclude researchers from actually knowing your name, the names of your children, or your phone number, and no one will try to contact you by phone or in any other manner.
Completed survey question data will be retained by RIT on secure computers and remain accessible only to approved members of the research team.

PARTICIPATION, RIGHTS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
You can choose not to allow your child to be in this study by notifying the school official listed below (see Opt Out form with the notification letter). If you do not object to your child or children participating in the study, school officials will schedule them to take the survey sometime during this school year. You may withdraw your consent at any time without consequences of any kind prior to the survey being administered. You are not waiving any legal rights. You may acquire additional information about the surveys being administered by visiting this web page: www.rrcsei.org or by contacting Dr. McQuade.
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