AQE Background

· Founded in 2000, based in Albany and chapters throughout NYS

· Decade old lawsuit found for plaintiff, CFE, in June of 2003 and court ordered deadline asked legislature to come up with a plan to properly fund education by July of 2004.

· Fall of ’03 found Rochester group convening to address issues within Rochester, to advocate for formula to address needs of all NYS districts, many people from different backgrounds met to gather data and design community awareness plan.  Legislature also held hearings across state to listen to people talk about issues within their districts and to understand why redesigning a formula for all children in NYS makes sense.  Costing out studies were done to determine what it costs to educate a child in NYS, a foundation amount was agreed upon ($8,037) and changes from district to district based on wealth, need, poverty factors.  

· Three committees worked to create awareness throughout our area:  

· Legislative committee created an agenda and met with area legislators with consistent message

· Community education committee drafted correspondence, wrote articles, hosted press conference and public events designed to draw people and heighten awareness

· Accountantability committee worked to address areas of concern around finance, initiate measures to insure success, more money needed and framework to judge success is critical

